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	KEY LEARNING OUTCOMES

· I can take action and make a positive difference on planet Earth.

· I know some ways to improve my environment.

· I have thought carefully about why and how our planet is special and how it should be cared for.



	LAUNCH EVENT- WHOLE SCHOOL ASSEMBLY/ ESTABLISH  THE WEEK OF CHALLENGES

This idea centres on giving a different theme (taken from the Eco- Schools Themes) to each year group to pursue over a week culminating with a celebration at the end of it.

Use the pictures and ideas found in the Wiltshire Wildlife Trust’s Environmental Learning resources  “How to run a whole school litter campaign” kit to start the assembly. This can be downloaded at www.wiltshirewildlife.org 

 If possible have a member from the WWT team to launch the event and talk through the challenges. The images can be talked about in terms of our part in helping the environment (both local and global).

Once the presentation has been made each class/year group is given a ‘golden’ envelope containing their challenge. This is given in the form of a question for their consideration. 

.

The pupils can then discuss how they wish to plan their week in order to report back at the end of it. Some ideas have been provided below but they are not set in stone! Some ideas are season dependant and will need to be considered when planning this unit.

The school will need to inform parents of the week so that they can take part and encourage their child to talk about the issues at home. 


	CROSS PHASE ACTIVITY
Establish an eco-genie for each class who will be responsible daily for checking things like water loss/ lights /interactive  whiteboards being switched off when not in use/recycling bins being used efficiently/doors and windows closed to keep in the warmth. This could be a picture/ tick list that the children compile.

The eco-genie could wear a badge and give regular feedback to their class. These reports could then form part of the school council agenda. The eco- genie could be given responsibility for badgering if they find things that are failing!



	FAMILY LEARNING ACTIVITY
Make a display feature that each family can add to – this could be a polar bear on an ice-berg or a leaf on a tree or a drop of water in a pool-whatever the school chooses. Each family is offered the opportunity to pledge what they will do to help the environment and write it onto a leaf/ice cube/drip then add to the display.

For example......
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As the week proceeds the tree/bear/pool will fill up with the pledges and encourage more discussion at home. 


	CELEBRATION EVENT (FINALE)
Everyone is encouraged to wear green on the day of a sharing assembly for parents and members of the local community.

Each group to report on their week of green challenges and also to add to the display with a pledge of their own.

If any funds have been raised a member of the receiving group could also be invited. 

	Class-based activities



	Yr R 

SCHOOL GROUNDS/ BIODIVERSITY

What insects have we got and how can we encourage more insects to visit our school?

· Read “the Very Hungry Caterpillar” by Eric Carle to start the theme.

· Go on a bug hunt (or a minibeast safari) to identify what insects there are and where they are found.

· Plot the minibeast collection on a grounds plan- ask why were they found here? What does each minibeast need to live?

· Make a bug-city or a minibeast mansion (instructions for this on www.wiltshirewildlife.org )

· Decorate some pots and sow herbs and bulbs to encourage insects.

· Make mini green-houses from plastic bottles to grow seeds to plant.

· Start or maintain a compost heap.

· Make and put up some bird or bat boxes.

· Plant a tree in the school grounds to care for and monitor over the year. Contact www.treeforall.org.uk/joinin/AsAsSchool for free trees.



	Yr 1 

LITTER / RECYCLING

How can we keep our school tidy?

· Read “Dinosaurs and all that Rubbish” by Michael Foreman or “Another Fine Mess” by Tony Bonning to start the theme.

· Introduce- reinforce the 3Rs- reduce, recycle, reuse.

· Conduct a litter collection and survey around the school. Use litter pickers and gloves to emphasise safety.

· Collate what and where the litter is found on a school plan – use a simple key to note the findings.

· Use boxes and containers to make pencil tidies/ collection boxes for the classroom.

· Make simple reusable bags from fabric oddments (instructions and animation for this is found at www.morsbags.com These could be sold to the parents to raise funds for Wiltshire Wildlife Trust!

· Make a wall hanging patchwork from squares of different plastic bags.

· Other stories:” George Saves the World by Lunchtime” by Dr. Jo Readman – 

· “The Adventures of a Plastic Bottle- little green books” by Alison Inches

· Visit a recycling centre- details from www.hills-group.co.uk
· Use the images on the PowerPoint from “How to run a whole school litter campaign” (WWT) to reinforce that litter can damage our environment in many ways.  



	Yr 2 

HEALTHY LIVING

Where does our food come from? Can we grow or make our own?

· Read “The World Came to my Place Today” by Dr. Jo Readman to start the theme.

· Take in a shopping bag of food items and try and find out where they came from- how many are local products? Locate them on a world map and discuss food miles. 

· Make a visit to a From Farm to Fork site – operated by the Co-operative – details on www.fromfarmtofork.co.uk This is a free resource! Visits to farm where a range of cooking/environmental studies lessons exploring where food comes from can be organised completely free of charge.

· Grow fruits and vegetables in a class plot or raised bed.  At the appropriate season tomatoes/strawberries/salad leaves/radishes/courgettes are easy to cultivate and then use in the classroom.

· Make bread and a simple cheese to share (recipes provided at the end)

· Organise a Food Show for parents where the children demonstrate their bread and cheese making skills and share the salad and strawberries that they have grown. www.foodafactoflife.org.uk has many recipes and lesson outlines for healthy eating.

· Compile a class favourite recipe book that could be sold to send funds to a charity such as Oxfam (which then involves global perspectives too).



	Yr 3

TRANSPORT

Why should we walk?

· Link with the school Walk to School survey- plot where each pupil comes from to school and their route to it. Find out why pupils walk/scoot/come in a vehicle- is it possible for everyone to walk at least a part of the way?

· Divide the class into groups to debate the pros and cons of walking to school.

The outline of this lesson is given on p.43 in “Your guide to becoming a sustainable school” by Wiltshire Wildlife Trust- although aimed at KS3 it can be adapted.

· Conduct a traffic survey outside the school – safety issues can be incorporated here.

· Organise a visit from the road safety team at roadsafetyeducation@wiltshire.gov.uk who will take groups on a walk in the local environment and focus on why walking is a more sustainable method of transport.

· Discuss why vehicles could be a negative influence in the environment. 


	Yr 4  

WASTE MINIMISATION

How can we reduce the amount of a waste we create, or use it in a positive way?

· Look in the paper recycling bin- analyse whether we could reuse the paper in another way- use the back of it? Make jotter books for wet day play in KS1?

· Make paper carrier bags from the paper scraps –instructions can be found at www.ehow.com 

· Organise a paper making workshop- Wiltshire Wildlife trust will run paper recycling workshops to create original handmade papers from scrap. Contact Waste Minimisation Education Officer- phillippas@wiltshirewildlife.org 

· Make draught excluders from fabric scraps stuffed with plastic bags and sand.

· Organise a Trash Fashion Event- where items of ‘unwanted’ clothing are transformed and modelled in a fashion show.

· Reinforce the 3 Rs and why they are necessary- arrange a competition to see what can be made that is original and useful from recycled materials.



	Yr 5 

ENERGY

How can we improve the school building’s efficiency?

· Conduct a survey around the school looking at the energy efficiency of the buildings. This will include light use /water use /use of ICT/ heat use and loss/insulation/products for cleaning.

· Research how the school is heated and lit- interview the site manager (if you have one). Interview the Head/Bursar about the energy running costs of the school- has there been a significant increase in the amount?

· Research innovative ways to reduce the costs- The Centre for Alternative Technology – www.cat.org.uk has ideas.

· The Pod – www.jointhepod.org – is a good start to research –funded by EDF energy, this site has many exercises that can be completed on line to provide experiences of planning for the energy use in a building. The Big School Warm Up is a really good start!

· www.yourecolife.com has many local  green links 

· Contact the local green team to visit and talk about renewable energy possibilities and green alternatives in the construction industry.

· Plan a rebuilt school using all the green technology and renewable and efficiency suggestions that have been researched. Decide on priorities and cost them. Present this as a Power Point to the Head and Governors.

· Make posters and reminder tags to advertise the efficiency ideas and encourage other members of the school to join the campaign. 


	Yr 6 

WATER/ GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES

Water, water- everywhere? Find out why water is such a precious commodity and how we can help others in the world.

· List all the times you have used water since you got up- complete this diary over 24hours. Research how much water is used when we flush a toilet/ have a shower/take a bath/wash a car etc. Debate and prioritise the use of water in our day. Calculate how much is used as a minimum.

Research what happens to the waste water that we have used. Wessex Water and Thames Water have education officers who may be able to help 
· with information and contacts.

· Use the stories on the www.wateraid.org site from Solomon and Vasanthi –these will be found in the teacher’s resources area on the site “Activities around the world”. Debate why and how the making of a well will help the village in Uganda-use the Thinking Hats tool as outlined on the site.

· Compare the use of water in this area of the world with the way that water is used in the UK.

· Use the week to plan and carryout activities to fundraise for Water Aid. These may include cake sales/ sponsored events/ bring and buy sales/ auction of talents etc 

· The care of water and beaches may be a suitable activity to plan for on the Y6 Residential visit. If the school has a pond area this will also link with this theme. Y6 may even be able to join with YR in their themed week when they are looking at the school grounds. 


	GENERIC IDEAS BANK

· Use the Eden project site www.edenproject.com for ideas and information.

· Organise a Wellie- Day where everybody spends the day outside in the school grounds.

· Make junk jewellery for sale.

· Discuss Make Do and Mend ideas from World War 2 – could this be something we should reintroduce?

· Organise a Swap Shop Day- where everybody brings in something to exchange (you will need to set ground rules for this!)

· Organise a Book Swap Day.

· Instigate a Class Waste Watch- make it ‘cool’ not to throw things away.

· Maintain a school compost bin to feed the school borders.

· Build a sensory garden- for everyone (and insects to enjoy)

RECIPES for BREAD and CHEESE in the classroom

NO KNEAD BREAD

4 cups of bread flour

1 tablespoon dried yeast

1 tablespoon brown sugar

1 teaspoon salt

400ml warm water

1. Mix everything together in a big bowl.

2. Knead it on a floured board for half a minute.

3. Roll the dough into little balls.

4. Leave them to rise in a warm place on a greased tray.

5. Bake in a hot oven – 200oC until they are golden brown.

SOFT CHEESE

2 big pots of natural yogurt

1 teaspoon salt

Some fresh herbs

A whisk, 2 bowls, a piece of butter muslin and a strainer.

1. Pour the yogurt into a bowl and add the salt.

2. Whisk to make smooth.

3. Place the muslin in the strainer.

4. Spoon the salted yogurt into the strainer.

5. Let the yogurt ‘drip’ overnight to separate the curds and whey.

6. Leave this in a cold place or it will go ‘off’!

7. When the curds are collected unwrap the muslin and put the curds in a bowl.

8. Chop up the fresh herbs and add to the cheese.

9. Enjoy the soft cheese! 
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We will use a reusable bag when we shop. The Jones family
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