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This resource is designed to be run as a whole week activity with a class, year group or whole school. The aim is to increase students’ understanding of money, employment, earnings and banking and to engage actively with the Economic Wellbeing strand of the government’s Every Child Matters Agenda. 

Throughout the week students become ‘employees’ and are rewarded with ‘wages’ (plastic coins and replica notes) in tutor times and during lessons for the work based skills of efficiency (working hard), customer service (politeness) and having the correct equipment etc. Throughout the day pupils have the opportunity to develop their money handling and management skills by exchanging coins for notes with teachers.

Each student completes an application form and receives an account number for the ‘school bank’ which can be run by staff or older students for the week. Students are then given the opportunity to bank their earnings during breaks, lunch and at the end of the day. Personal banking with a cashier can be provided but deposit slips and envelopes should be made available for customers who don’t have time to queue!
Once this activity has been launched in an assembly and/or tutor time it can run alongside normal timetabled lessons. Feedback on running the week has been extremely positive and resulted in improved behaviour as pupils linked their efforts with rewards. Pupils banking the most money through the week can be awarded Gold, Silver or Bronze certificates. A competition between classes, year groups or even between local schools could be organised to see who is the most productive.
We hope that this week of activities will help your pupils to develop greater confidence in handling money and increase their understanding of the need to keep money safely. It also allows the school the opportunity to develop further work around the themes of banking, saving, careers, wages and taxation.
You may want to run this during ‘My Money Week’ June 29 – July 5 2009 and invite the local press in to raise your school’s profile during this national event. 

Further support and resources can be accessed from www.pfeg.org
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