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	KEY LEARNING OUTCOMES

I have an awareness of ‘My World’

I can express my views and show an awareness of the views of others

I have thought about global awareness and community cohesion



	LAUNCH EVENT

An outside visitor could be invited in to talk about water consumption.

A whole school assembly would also give an opportunity to show the need that we all have for water. This could be done by the teacher coming to the assembly in dirty clothes and looking dirty whilst trying to drink from an empty water bottle, explaining that their water pipes stopped working over the weekend. The teacher can then lead discussion with the children about what we use water for and how we can sometimes take water for granted. Discussion can then lead to other countries where water is not as prevalent. If the school has a link with a school in another country, learning that takes place this week could be focussed on that country if it is appropriate. 

(The majority of activities shown are based on water consumption but could be adapted to look at other areas such as food. There is also a bank of generic ideas on other topic areas at the end of the package).



	CROSS-PHASE ACTIVITY

All ages to discuss community cohesion at an age appropriate level. Use guidance from DCSF (2007) entitled ‘Duty to Promote Community Cohesion’. Key points raised from this are:

“By community cohesion we mean working towards a society in which:

•There is a common vision and sense of belonging by all communities.

•The diversity of people’s backgrounds and circumstances is appreciated and valued.

•Similar life opportunities are available to all.

•Strong and positive relationships exist and continue to be developed in the workplace, in schools and in the wider community.”

What does community mean? What does cohesion mean? What do we get if we put them together?

What do we use water for? Where do we get it from? How much water do you think you use in a day? What does that amount of water look like? Children can then calculate, measure and draw this amount. With older children, further discuss how much water we use as a class, a school, a town etc. How can our school save water?



	FAMILY LEARNING ACTIVITY

Children to discuss how much water they use at home and how much water costs. Can they think of any thing they can do at home to conserve water?

Parents invited to open afternoon and assembly at the end of the week to share their child’s learning.



	CELEBRATION EVENT (FINALE)

Water fun day! Allow the children to come up with fun water activities that they would like to participate in during the last session of the week. Activities could include: going swimming, paddling pools, water fight etc. 

Share learning with parents through an open afternoon and assembly. If money was raised for a charity, announce the amount that was raised and what the money will be used for. This opportunity can also be used to share any plans for the school in the future for conserving water e.g. tap monitors or a water butt etc.



	Class-based activities



	Yr R

Starting with a broader focus on similarities and differences between people from different places will enable the younger children to gain a global awareness. Use stories such as ‘What Lies on the Other Side?’ by Udo Weigelt [ISBN 0735816778] and ‘Milo and the Mysterious Island’ by Marcus Pfister [ISBN 0735813523] to discuss meeting people from other places and as a starting point for looking at similarities and differences between people across the world. Use role play and animal figures to help discussion. Specific discussions on water can be had by identifying what we use water for in our daily lives. The following book can be used, ‘Why Should I Save Water?’ by Jen Green [ISBN 0750236892], as a stimulus for discussing water usage.


	Yr 1

Start with a general look at children from around the world by finding out about 4 other children from Oxfam resources, http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/your_world_my_world/?2. Extend this learning to identify uses of water and use the following book, ‘Why Should I Save Water?’ by Jen Green [ISBN 0750236892], as a stimulus for discussing how we can save water. How many times do you flush the toilet in a day? Show pictures of toilets (and the children could look at their own toilet at home) to see how it works when we flush it. Talk to the children about the fact that space saving blocks can be put in the tank to conserve water and that lots of modern toilets have 2 types of flush. Use ideas, games and resources from http://www.wateraid.org/uk/learn_zone/teachers/primary/splish_splash_flush/default.asp. Link back to learning about children from around the world and look at the similarities and differences in the toilets. 



	Yr 2 

How much water do you use in a day? Children need to identify all uses of water and begin to find ways of working out how much water is used for each task. Show visually how much water some of these tasks use e.g. flushing the toilet uses approximately 8 litres per flush which is the same as 4 bottles of fizzy drink. Discuss hand washing and its importance. How much water do we use for this? Use ideas and resources from Water Aid website http://www.wateraid.org/uk/learn_zone/teachers/primary/handwashing/default.asp to stimulate discussion on hygiene. Listen to songs about hand washing. Children to write their own songs based around water and its importance to us.


	Yr 3 

Where does our water come from? Organise a visit from a local representative of a water company to explain how our water system works. Use local maps to find examples of water sources. Discuss natural water sources and man-made water sources. If there is a river nearby, organise a class visit to the river and use it as an opportunity to discuss the importance of rivers and their role in the water system. After exploring where our water comes from, discuss whether or not everyone in the world gets their water in the same way. Choose a country with a contrasting water system and explore how water is seen by the people, how they get their water and what it is used for. Useful resources can be found on the Water Aid website http://www.wateraid.org/uk/learn_zone/teachers/primary/water_around_the_world/default.asp.


	Yr 4 

As above by completing Year 3 activities. What do you do if you haven’t got clean water? Extend to discuss filtration and how to purify the water. Show examples of different types of water e.g. bottled water, tap water, rain water, muddy water. How do you tell if the water is safe to drink? Allow the children to set up a filtration experiment to see if they are able to make the water cleaner.


	Yr 5

What do you drink on a daily basis? Children to list everything that they drink. Show examples of water, squash, fruit juice and fizzy drink. Look at the ingredients of all items and discuss how water is used to make these different drinks. What do you do if you want a drink? Discuss the fact that water is freely available and that the children bring water bottles to school everyday to drink from. What happens when your water bottle runs out? Discuss that we have sinks with running water to fill them up again. Choose a contrasting country with regards to water availability to use as a comparison. Use the slideshow from the Water Aid resources http://www.wateraid.org/uk/learn_zone/teachers/primary/water_around_the_world/6385.asp to discuss the journey for water that Nsomah goes on. Plan a class walk, of an equivalent distance, to collect water. As a class, discuss how they would feel about having to do that walk 4 times a day. Using this experience, write a diary entry from the perspective of a child having to collect their water in such a way. Further discussion can be had about rainfall and how this affects our water system. Learn about the water cycle, explaining that this is the same for us and children in other countries.


	Yr 6

Discuss community cohesion by talking about why children need to learn about people in other countries and of different cultures. Explore the Rights of a Child and how these create a link between children across the world http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/rights/?3 . Do you think that someone’s background, religion, ethnicity etc. should affect their rights? Establish all uses of water within the day and use this as a basis to create a daily routine for all of the children. Choose another country as a focus and establish a daily routine for children of a similar age in this place. Some ideas from Year 5 activities (e.g. water walk) can also be used. Create a daily routine for a child from this country. Compare education, health, politics, government, work etc. What do you know about climate change? What are the consequences for this on our country and the chosen study country? Resources from Oxfam put this in context. http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/climate_change_buckets/?3 Establish ways in which the children could actively help others who do not have the same access to water as they do. Also encourage the children to think about how they can conserve water in school and at home.


	GENERIC IDEAS BANK

Water around the World – Further documents, ideas and resources on water in different countries from Water Aid http://www.wateraid.org/documents/water_around_the_world.pdf 

Water, local to global case study – Ideas from another school learning about water usage in their local area and beyond http://www.globaldimension.org.uk/CaseStudies/?id=1716 

Water usage – An online table summarising the amount of water used for daily activities http://www.uswitch.com/water/how-much-water-use/ 

Food provenance and air miles – There are a range of resources provided by Oxfam to help teach children about the journey their food goes on before it reaches the supermarket where they buy it. http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/our_food_our_world/index.htm http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/go_bananas/ These resources help to raise awareness of who is involved in the process of producing the food and the impact that this food travelling has. This idea can be used alongside a book called ‘The World Came to My Place Today’ by Jo Readman [ISBN 1903919029]
Sounds from around the world – Discussion can be had with the children about the sounds that they hear on a regular basis and whether or not these sounds would be the same depending on what country they are in. What does a cat sound like in Japan? What does a fire truck sound like in Italy? Examples of some different sounds can be found on the internet and can be discussed with children when looking at similarities and differences across the world.

Down our street – A resource that has been developed by EMAS that looks examines cultural diversity by encouraging the children to think about who could be living next door. Families and scenarios have been established to promote discussion on the different families and their situations. Persona dolls and resources can be obtained to use this resource throughout the school. Contact emas@engelside.co.uk for more information.
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