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	KEY LEARNING OUTCOMES

· I know how I can make links with the local community surrounding the school.

· I can talk about where I live and different communities.

· I have thought about people and places in my local area.



	LAUNCH EVENT

Identify an area of concern for the school, e.g. too much litter outside the school grounds.  Set the children a class challenge of coming up with ways to resolve the issue, e.g. litter pickers, litter monitors.  These ideas can be reported back to the School Council who could then choose the best ideas and give each year group a challenge, e.g. Year 1 could be litter monitors, Year 4 could be litter pickers.  

Ask a local MP or Mayor to visit the school for an assembly and hold a ‘Question Time’ type activity whereby the children (possibly School Council) could question them as to what he/she could do to help support that need.   

Invite a member of staff to dress up as an Historical figure – they will talk to the children about the past, establishing that they have seen lots of changes in the area; some good, some bad.  They can tell the children that they are very concerned about [issue] and they want the children to help.  Back in classes, the children could record their ideas or make pledges as to what they could do as a class/school to help.  



	CROSS-PHASE ACTIVITY

KS2 children could make a competition or puzzle, etc, for KS1 children to solve, e.g. a treasure hunt, number trail, history trail.

KS1 could make a school based puzzle for FS. 


	FAMILY LEARNING ACTIVITY

Send out a questionnaire to parents/carers asking them what they would like to improve about the local community.  The results could then be collated and used as a basis for a research project for older children or a small community project for the younger children.  

Invite parents to come in to school and talk about their jobs with the whole school or classes.  This could be aimed at those parents who work with the local community, e.g. nurses, dentists, police, etc…  Set the children homework, to do with their family.  This homework could be reporting to their parents what they found out jobs within the local community or producing an information poster to put on display on a schools PSHE board.  



	CELEBRATION EVENT (FINALE)

Hold a ‘Local History Day’ for the whole school – invite people in to school to share their stories, e.g. a Grandparent talking about WWII, a person who has lived in the area their whole life – what changes have they seen in the town.  

Set the whole school the same scenario, e.g. there is going to be a new development built in town (housing estate, shopping centre, etc) In class, discuss with the children what impact this will have on the local community and surrounding area (the pros and cons) Children should, for example, come up with ideas that trees might have to be destroyed, but more jobs could be made for local residents.  Children could undertake this as a research project done over a whole day or just an afternoon/morning session.  In class, they could do the following activities: 

· Design a poster using ICT, outlining the pros and cons of the development.

· Give children a local map – show them where the proposed development is due to be built.  Challenge the children to find another area for the build that would have less impact on the area but so that it will still be accessible to local residents.  Give reasons for their choices.  

· Challenge the children to think of ways that they could protect the local environment – planting trees, making bird houses, etc.  

· Drama activities – hold a class mock Court case whereby children have to stand in front of a Judge and Jury and give their opinions about the new development being built.  Judge and Jury to have the final decision.

· Write a letter to the local MP or Mayor outlining their concerns (or hopes) for the development.  

Hold a school debate related to the issue raised above.  The School Council will act as the ‘Jury’ and decide if the new development should go ahead or not, reporting their reasons to the school.   


	Class-based activities



	Yr R  

Set the children the following challenge: “How can we improve our school environment?”  The children can discuss their ideas with a partner and draw them, e.g. new tables, more play equipment.   This work could be put on a PSHE display board.  

Talk about ‘People who help us’, e.g. Lollipop lady, Police officer.  What is their job?  Where do they work?  How do these people help us?  

· Ask children to draw the people for a display and label them.   

· Set up a role play area with costumes of a Nurse, Fire fighter, Police Officer, etc.  

· Do a class/group drama activity of a person who needs help and someone helping them: ensure the scenarios are appropriate, e.g. a Lollipop lady would be more suited to help people cross the road rather that put out a house that was on fire.  

Celebrate Grandparent’s day: the aim of this day is to honour grandparents and to help children become aware of the strength, information and guidance older people can offer.  Ask Grandparents to come to school for the afternoon for a ‘tea and cake’ session.  



	Yr 1 

Play interactive game (see link below)  This uses the familiar setting of a park. Select the appropriate tool from the menu and clear up a range of problems in the park scene, e.g. a toolbox to fix the broken bench, bag to clear up dog mess. Click the tool, then drag it to where the problem is.  There is a running tal More…ly of how many problems have been fixed.  A great springboard for discussion of the pupils' own local area and any issues that exist there.
Take the children to visit local parks and/or play areas.  Whilst there, look around the area and discuss what it is like – does it have enough swings?  Is there any graffiti?  Is the grass nicely kept?  Are they well kept?  Are they suitable for children of a certain age?  Why/why not? 

Design new a park.  Children can draw their own design or be given an outline.  They can draw their new design or make it from plasticine for display in the classroom. 



	Yr 2  

Carry out a litter survey for the local area, possibly surrounding the school.  Produce a tally chart of the results of where the litter was found, e.g. in the street, by the shops. Discuss with the children how we can improve the local area and who could help with this?

Talk about road safety with the children.  Has anyone they know ever been hit by a car?  What happened?  How did it happen?  Show children a DVD (possibly produced by the local Council) Talk about the different types of road crossings and how to use them.  Take children to a quiet road by the school and ask the children to demonstrate their skills of ‘stopping, looking and listening’ before crossing the road and then actually crossing the road safely (with adult supervision)

Get the children to do an assembly to the whole school about road safety.  

Children can make a Road Safety poster to campaign to the rest of the school how to cross the road safely.  

Hold a school competition to design a school high visibility jacket to wear when out and about.  These could then possibly be sent to a printers to be made and sold at the school.    



	Yr 3  

Talk to children about charities – what do charities do?  What charities do you know?  What do people do to raise money for charity?  Talk with the children about local charities that they are aware of, or more national charities, e.g. Help for Heroes.  Ask the children what they would like to do to raise money for these charities.  They can then do their chosen activity (as a school, year group, class) and send the money to the charity.    

Children could undertake in the following activities: a sponsored walk, sponsored bounce on a bouncy castle, cake sale to raise money for their charity.  

Make children aware of the fact that it is sometimes a nice idea to help other less fortunate than themselves, e.g. homeless people.  Discuss how these people could be helped.  As a year group, hold a ‘Doorway Charity’ event, where the children can bring in any clothes that they do not wear or toys that they are now too old for.  These items can then be taken, by the children, to a local charity.  Alternatively, the items could be sold in a ‘Bring & Buy Sale’ at the school, with proceeds going to the charity.    

At Harvest time, ask the whole school to bring in tins of food.  These tins can be collated together into baskets and the children can then take them to the local Retirement Home.  

Take children to a local Retirement Home to sing Christmas carols to the residents during December.   


	Yr 4  

Discuss with children the leisure facilities that are available in the local area, and ask: How are they improving parks (or other facilities) for children?  Ask the children to collate their views and the school’s views.  With their findings, the children can write a letter to the local MP or Mayor outlining their findings.  The children could undertake in an ‘Improving the Community’ project outlining their findings, and looking forward into the future with what they would like to see. 

Arrange a visit to the school from the local leisure centre or community centre representatives (or alternatively, take the children to the centre)  Challenge the children to question the Reps about what their centre does for the local community, e.g. does it have swimming lessons for local schools?  Does it hold after school clubs?  Crèches?  The children can record their results and then hold a school assembly where they can report their findings back to the whole school.  Alternatively, their work could be displayed within the centre for the general public to see. 



	Yr 5 

Discuss with children what a Retirement home is.  With the children, visit the local Retirement Home and host an ‘OAP lunch’.  Talk with the residents about their life, e.g. what it was like growing up, what changes – historical and physical – have they seen in the local town? 

Talk with children what their local area is like nowadays.  Show children pictures of the area from the past.  What differences can they see?  Discuss the historical and/or physical changes of their area.  The children could take part in a research project highlighting what changes have been made to the town in the past 100 years.  Ask elderly residents of the area to come to school and talk with the children the changes they have seen in the town since they moved there (this would have to be someone who has lived in the area long enough to see significant changes)  

Invite visitors to the school who hold different religious views, e.g. Hindus, to talk to the children about their beliefs and practices.   



	Yr 6 

Ask the local MP or Mayor to come to school and talk about local issues that are relevant to the area today.  The children can record their findings, e.g. as an information poster, an interview script.  

Undertake in a ‘Bag packing’ project by helping to pack bags at local supermarket or shop.  The money raised could go towards a local charity or towards school funds (PTA) to purchase new play equipment, etc.  



	GENERIC IDEAS BANK

General:

A website of activities in which schools can become involved to help improve school-community relations:
http://www.edulink.org/parcomm.htm
Scholastic article – 5 ways to improve your community relations:

http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=7031
A School’s web page on how they have developed their community links:

http://www.west-hill-primary.devon.sch.uk/commlinks.html
Year R:

People who help us resources; power-points, worksheets and teacher’s notes: 

http://www.ngfl-cymru.org.uk/vtc/ngfl/ngfl-flash/isf_97/index.html
Grandparent’s Day activities:

http://www.activityvillage.co.uk/grandparents%20day.htm
Year 1:

Interactive game to tidy the park:

http://newserver.iboard.co.uk/player/frameset.htm?id=5806
Year 2:

Hedgehog road safety website: 

http://talesoftheroad.direct.gov.uk/hedgehogs/
General road safety website: 

http://talesoftheroad.direct.gov.uk/
A resource pack for litter picking in the school grounds:

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/B3135E90-F554-4805-98D4-F0DE08E2EE4A/0/COS060063.pdf 
Year 3:

Christian Aid website.  Contains resources for teachers to use in class:

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/
Harvest festival information:

http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/Harvest.html
Year 6:

How to organise supermarket bag-packing:

http://www.ncbi.ie/support-us/fundraising-pack/bag-packing-at-the-supermarket
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