Platform
Taken from Michael Rosen and Quentin Blake

‘Quick, let’s get out of here’
I’m standing on platform one

Of Pinner station

At half past four.

Mum comes at ten to five.

When I wait for her

I watch the signals for the express train change

I watch the lights change

I watch the trains go dark as they

Come under the bridge.

I’m waiting for my Mum.

I go and stand by the

Glass case on the wall

Where the Christian Science people

Put a Bible for you to read.

It’s open and there are bits
of the page marked that you’re

supposed to read.

I don’t understand it.

I watch the woman in the sweety kiosk

Serving people.

Mars bar, bar of plain chocolate,

Packet of chewing gum, Mars Bar, Kit Kat,

barley sugars.

Are you waiting for your mum again?

Yes.

I go and stand on the shiny floor of the waiting room

And look at the big dark benches. There’s a boiler in there.

They never light it.

Even in winter.

There are big advertisements that I read.

One says:

‘Children’s shoes have far to go.’

And a boy and girl are walking away

Down a long road to nowhere

With thick woods on both sides of them.

I’m not waiting for a train
I’m waiting for my mum.

At a quarter to

The Flying Scotsman Express Train comes through.
I stand back against the wall.

It’s the loudest thing I know.

The station goes dark,

I stop breathing

The coaches move so fast

You can’t see the people in them.

At ten to five

Mum’s there

The doors open

She’ll be in the second carriage

She always is.

Daylight shines from behind her

So I can’t see her face

But I know it’s her-

Mum

I know it’s her

By her shape

And her bag

And her walk.

Have you been waiting long?

No.

You could have gone home, you know. You’ve got a key.

I like waiting for you.

It’s better than being at home on my own

I suppose it is.

I point to the children

In the big advertisement

‘Children’s shoes have far to go’

Where are they going, Mum?

I don’t know.

I hold Mum’s hand all the way home.
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