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The Wiltshire Police Youth and Early Intervention team works with schools, colleagues and partners to share messages and educate young people. The aim is to keep young people in our community safe from harm and exploitation. 

Each school has an allocated Community Policing Team Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) as a point of contact. If you are not sure who this is, for confirmation please email YouthSwindon@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk if your school is based in Swindon or youth@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk for schools based across the rest of the county. 
As there are new campaigns on safety and crime prevention happening, we would like to update you on how we can support your school. 

Op Sceptre – Monday 9 – Sunday 15 November
Operation Sceptre was launched in July 2015 by The Metropolitan Police Service with the aim of reducing knife crime and the number of families affected across the whole of London, coinciding with new legislation that meant those convicted of carrying a knife for the second time will face a mandatory custodial sentence.
From Monday 9 to Sunday 15 September, we will be joining other forces across the country in raising awareness of Operation Sceptre.

Even with Wiltshire and Swindon showing low levels of knife crime incidents, we still want to continue the preventative approach, through education and youth engagement. Wiltshire Police work with schools, colleges and youth groups regarding weapons awareness and the law. 
We have an Exploitation and Vulnerability lesson plan (see below resources) available for KS3 level, we also have a more targeted weapons awareness session for use within smaller groups, which can be accessed upon request to the Youth and Early Intervention Team. 
Recommended additional resources to support classroom deliveries are listed below. These provide comprehensive lesson plans to promote discussion, reflection and decision-making, with specialist resources to introduce this topic at primary school level upwards:

No Knives, Better Lives: a dedicated website for practitioners, parents and young people. Consisting of education films, lesson plans and activity resources from primary age upwards.  https://noknivesbetterlives.com/practitioners/resources/toolkits/ 

The Ben Kinsella Trust: dedicated website providing free lesson plans for KS 2, 3 & 4 developed in partnership with The PSHE Association.  http://www.benkinsella.org.uk/about/free-resources-and-links/resources-forteachers-and-practitioners 

Knifecrimes.org: a dedicated organisation set up to support families affected by knife crime, providing a host of information and advice. http://www.knifecrimes.org/  
Knife Crime Awareness Videos: There are short videos the Youth and Early Intervention Team created alongside students from Wiltshire College, who provided their own insight into what knife crime awareness means to them – the complete set of videos can be viewed here.

This year, we also want to highlight Avon and Somerset Police who launched a new campaign called ‘Knife crime: A new way forward’ to help educate young people to stay away from knife crime. 
As part of this campaign, young people from local schools produced short videos which explore the impact of knife crime. They can be viewed here.
Please feel free to promote any of these videos within tutor time, assemblies or as part of your Op Sceptre Awareness events.
If you would like to discuss anything raised, please email us on youth@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk or YouthSwindon@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk for more information on how we can support your PSHE sessions. 
Educational School Engagement Sessions – Reminder of available lessons for your school / college
The Youth and Early Intervention team have worked with partners to create four educational inputs, available for all schools. These will run alongside any awareness weeks or seasonal messages that may be promoted throughout the school year.  
These four core thematic sessions are below: 
	Session
	Overview
	Key Stage recommendation*
	Learning Outcomes

	Primary 

	People Who Help Us

(approx. 1 hour)
	Understanding the role of the police and the concept of 'safe adults'. Promoting friendship and kindness.
	KS1 – age 4-6
	• To enable students to understand who their 'safe adults' are
• To allow students to understand the role of the police
• To promote friendship and the importance of being kind

	Personal and Online Safety 

(approx. 1 hour)
	Understanding the dangers of online exploitation and the harm caused by virtual abuse. This training program will look at cybercrime/sexting and how young people can keep themselves safe online.
	KS 2 – age 8-11
	• To instil an overall sense of safety in young people
• Educate young people on how to be safe online, exploring topics such as social media and gaming.
• Signpost young people to other support services for help and guidance

	Secondary 

	Sexting and Healthy Relationships

(Approx. 1 hour)  
	Look at healthy relationships & how to diffuse conflict through restorative practises. Supporting young people to understand coercion & control and what healthy relationships look like. Providing skills to use restorative approaches
	KS3 – age 12-13
	• To inform young people on sexting and the law
• To allow young people to distinguish between healthy and unhealthy relationships
• To signpost young people onto services for further support and advice.

	Keeping Safe (Exploitation and Vulnerability) 

(Approx. 1 hour)
	Touching on a range of issues such as County Lines, Weapons Awareness and Criminal Exploitation. This training package will look to identify what makes young people vulnerable/how they can protect and support themselves and each other. Teaching inclusion, diversity & acceptance, to raise awareness of radicalisation and Prevent agenda.  The training will signpost to other useful websites or resources, including how to report any concerns.  
	KS3 – age 14-15 
	• To inform young people about contemporary issues such as County and Local lines
• To allow young people to recognise the signs of exploitation
• To give young people skills to protect themselves from exploitation 

	Each lesson plan has:

· A comprehensive crib sheet and PowerPoint, so could be delivered by a Teacher/Pastoral or PHSE Lead, until schools are happy with visitors on site

· Resources for the children to complete and use during the session

· A letter to parents advising of the input, and where they can get further information on the issue being discussed 

· An evaluation for the presenter and teacher to complete 

· An agreement for the School and Wiltshire Police to sign 

· Been reviewed against PHSE criteria 

· Been shared with a Speech and Language therapist


* recommended age – however, locally this may be amended for the most appropriate age group, on discussion with the Youth and Early Intervention team and the Head Teacher. 



We also have available a Substance Misuse session, and a more targeted Weapon Awareness session, which are not offered as part of the core school engagement offer. These are recommended for secondary schools. 

These can be available on request – please email us for more information. 

Working with schools during the COVID-19 pandemic

During COVID-19 restrictions, we have been working to review our programmes and are excited to share these with you. We understand with the guidelines, it may not be possible for schools to have visitors on the premises, but we are keen to continue working with you, offering our support and engaging with the children, young people, parents and carers you work with. 

We are developing a virtual offer which we will be able to share with you very soon. 


If you would any more information regarding the school engagement sessions, or have any further feedback, please do not hesitate to contact your local point of contact, or email us on youth@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk or YouthSwindon@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
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